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Oaks earn their pla(,e in the sun

By DEREIE ARRINGTON
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These native trees may have
survived centuries, but we can
kill them guickly with our
kindness - too much water
and too much fertilizer. O we
may inacvertently stomp on
their sensitive roots and usher
in & speedy demise.

I our wrban sprawl, thou-
sands of local homes and
businesses have an osk on the
property, often predating the
construction by gemers tions.

dedining and dying,” said
ks expert Lanrence Costello,
co-anthor of the extensive
“{aks in the Urban Land-
sope” (University of Califir-
mis, $55, 265 pages). “Its just
a shame; they're such & heart-
ful tree and the symbol spe-
cies of Californis.” By under-
smnding these trees and their
me,bewd,hndmmemﬂn

Extension, and co-authors Dioo't surround & valley cak
Bruce Hapen and Katherine — with lawn; imrigation three
— Jomes turned decades of schol-  timesa week can canse fun-

£ arly oak research inio a defini- FuE probiems in the root and
o tive how-to guide for home crown. But other species such
murdeners & well as arborisis.  as the Texas live oak an be
“Whai's really Emportant happy ringed by grass.
& Know what kind of species “The key thing with valley
you have,” Costello said. “Is it caks: Avoid destruction of the
a Califrnia native or im- root zone &5 much as possi-
& purhed?Itm.thzﬁ:huged:iﬂ'ef— bie,” Costelbo said. “Don’t put
ina swimming pood or wility

'I‘heutn'ea along with

lines or even an irrigation line

Mediterranean caks - prefer  nntil you know exactly where

3 dry summers. Daks from those roots are. They can be s

2 wetter regione - such a5 Eng-  long way from the trunk, but
lend or Mississippi - can wke they're very sensitive.

A “You can put in & new lawn

in & day,” be added, “but it
may have taken 150 years for
that valley cak o grow. Yoo
coukd plant & replacement,
hrtyn‘uwou“tbemtmdm
se it reach maturty.”

Claks are worth the special
effort, Costello added. “People
need 0 understand theyre
different beasts. They're well
adapted to our area, but we
change their environment.
Yow've got o appreciate that
ks are different from other
planted trees in the urhan

Muich - prefershly bark -
keeps oak roots comiortable.
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Medaine Aurfdermeur, left, snd Grace Swickard, formes UC Davis students, mium to a fvarite askin the UC Davis Arboretum to take photos of each other.

Avoid compacting the sod
under trees: those roots nead
o “hresthe,” too.

“The bipzest misconcep-
thon: that caks nead a lot of
fertilizer,” Costello said. “The
natives in penecal don't need

Sarramentans don't have o
po &r to see oaks in all their
natural glony.

“Some of the largest trees in
our collection are caks” said




HOW TO KEEP OAKS HAPFY AND THRIVING
Symbale of the Sacramento Valley, oaks offer a bot to home landscapes, but they're not for every garden. Here are some pros and cons o consider, courtesy of the UC Dass Arboretum staff
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Hilen Fapory, hortimbture grow naturally with their Land Park
director for the UC Davis branches all the way to the “Itsa litte nervous living
Arboretum, home o several  ground,” Griswold added. with & tree that sie,” Weil

hundred ks, “They're “We let them all hang out.”  Said. “Tts 50 buge and it's

literally enormous and Califrnia and Mediterra-  might by the house. But it

msjestie” mean caks are irrigated every  books healihy and it's abso-
Located on the west end  twn weeks. The arboretum’s  hutely
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of the UC Davis campus, the  oldest tree is a 400-year-old “It'sa fascimation,” Weil
Gacre Peter Shields Grove  valley oak. Besides the na-  @dded. “It’s the largest oak
boasts 65 species of oaks - tives, the most common nak 0 the neighborhood, and
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